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Background

Clatsop Animal Assistance (CAA) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit Oregon corporation dedicated to 
helping domestic pets in Clatsop County.  The organization was founded in 1999 and is entirely 
volunteer run.  We currently have 40 active members.

Our tax ID number is 93-1273704.  CAA is in good standing with the Oregon Secretary of State, 
is a Guidestar Exchange Gold participant, and has a Better Business Bureau Charity Seal.  

CAA is dedicated to promoting and providing for the needs of the Clatsop County Animal 
Shelter's homeless pets, and contracts with the county to provide services and volunteers. CAA 
volunteers work hard to improve the quality of life for these animals, most directly by assisting 
the Animal Shelter, which has limited resources with which to deal with strays and unwanted 
pets within Clatsop County.

 CAA pays for veterinary care as well as antibiotics and other critical medicines that aren't
covered in the shelter's budget.  CAA also pays a portion of the spay/neuter fees for 
animals adopted out of the shelter.

 CAA purchases cat litter and other supplies, and pays for grooming costs not covered by 
the shelter's budget.

 CAA supports the shelter's adoption program, sponsoring promotional ads and holding 
adoption events. 

 CAA maintains an adoption booth at Astoria's Sunday Market every other week from 
May through part of September every year.

 CAA is committed to reducing pet overpopulation: we support spay/neuter programs 
financially and work to educate the public on the importance of spaying or neutering their
pets.

These goals are reflected in our mission statement, as stated on our Website at 
http://www.dogsncats.org/about-caa/

CAA is dedicated to helping the Clatsop County Animal Shelter's homeless pets.
 We support these animals by providing funds to pay for veterinary care, spay/neuter fees, 

medicines, cat litter, grooming, specialty-diet foods, and other supplies not covered by 
the shelter budget. 

 We promote the shelter animals by providing advertising and promotional materials and 
by sponsoring adoption events.

http://www.dogsncats.org/
mailto:info@dogsncats.org


 CAA helps turn hardship and suffering into happy endings, sending a message of 
compassion and caring for animals out into the community.

How CAA Helped the Shelter Animals Last Year 

 CAA assists the Clatsop County Animal Shelter on an as-needed basis by funding 
emergency veterinary services and medicine, grooming, and promotional advertising for 
encouraging pet adoptions.  CAA covers veterinary services that the county otherwise 
would not pay; the county's entire annual budget for medical, dental, and lab services is 
$300.00. Some animals are released to the shelter with health problems that are treatable 
but beyond what the owners could afford. Many strays are also brought in, some needing 
veterinary care. CAA covers the veterinary bills for these dogs and cats that have health 
issues but are otherwise adoptable.  We also provide funds when shelter animals need 
emergency medical care during their stay at the shelter.  

 CAA covered vet bills, including spay/neuter certificates, for more than 425 animals, or 
about 75% of the animals in the shelter in 2015 that were not redeemed within a day or 
two.  Without CAA’s financial help many of these dogs and cats would not have made it 
to adoption.  Our veterinary care expenditures, including spay/neuter costs for shelter 
animals, came to about $84,000.00 for the 2015 calendar year.   

 Rodney the Rottweiler and Lavinia, a senior cat, are two great examples of what CAA 
can do because of our ongoing community support.

o Rodney was adopted from the shelter and lived with a family for a year. However,
when he got loose and was hit by a car, the family couldn’t afford the surgery to 
mend his broken leg, so they were going to euthanize him. Animal control officer 
Stephen Hildreth drove out at 2:00 AM and brought Rodney safely back to the 
shelter; the next day Rodney went to Bayshore Animal Hospital for evaluation 
and had surgery soon after.  CAA paid for his surgery and shelter volunteers 
worked with him while his leg healed.  Rodney was adopted last spring and now 
enjoys lots of walks and car trips with his new family, who come in periodically 
to find a pal for him.

o As the cat room volunteers all said, Lavinia is a sweet senior cat who would not 
win any beauty contests.  She came in with some skin problems and a crumpled 
ear. Also, like many of the animals at the shelter, she needed teeth cleaning and 
extensive dental surgery, which we covered.  Lavinia was adopted last spring and 
went to live with another of our shelter cats, Bailey.  We’ve recently heard from 
their adopter that both are doing fine; while still “not on speaking terms,” they are
co-existing peacefully in the house.  

 We’re proud to say that because we are completely volunteer run, over 90% of what we 
take in goes directly to the animals—for veterinary care, spay/neuter certificates, 
supplies, training, and adoption advertising and promotions.  The chart below covers our 
2015 expenditures.



There are no salaries at CAA.

Adoption Promotion Efforts

CAA has a Website as well as a very active Facebook page, with postings on a daily basis.  We 
also periodically post photos and videos of the shelter animals on our Instagram and YouTube 
pages.

CAA distributes monthly adoption posters to over 150 locations, sponsors an ad for an adoptable 
shelter animal monthly in the Daily Astorian, and provides photos for weekly ads sponsored by 
other organizations.  

Many of the CAA members volunteer at the shelter, helping to socialize and exercise the 
animals, and assisting at adoption events.  We introduce the community to some of the adoptable
animals by walking them in downtown areas away from the shelter and by featuring them at the 
Astoria Sunday Market booth.


